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Hats Off To You For All That You Do! 
A Note from the Conference Chair 

 

The Illinois School Nutrition Association will hold itõs 59
Th

 Annual Conference 

June 16 ð 18, 2009 at Drury Lane, Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois.  This yearõs 

conference celebrates the many talents of child nutrition staff members and will 

inspire, educate and entertain you!  

 

We are excited to have Dr. Katie Wilson, President of the School Nutrition 

Association with us this year.  You are sure to enjoy her lighthearted, information- 

packed presentations!   Kristin Lindeen from the Question Behind the Question 

will also join us to speak on Personal Accountability. 

 

There will be a series of classes called Child Nutrition U  featuring in-depth sessions 

on fiscal management, marketing, nutrition, commodity management and 

regulatory issues.  This series is highly recommended for anyone who is involved 

in the management of child nutrition programs.  In addition to this series of 

classes there are 13 additional one hour educational sessions that are sure to 

increase your knowledge and inspire you to make your best efforts even better. 

 

If you are interested in becoming SNS Credentialed, the examination will be 

offered at the conference.  Be sure to sign up with SNA April 16 - May 26, 2009.  

 

There are so many learning opportunitieséindustry exhibits, roundtable 

discussions with your peers and much more.  We also have a Chicago Architecture 

Tour on the Chicago River planned for conference attendees, so donõt miss out! 

 

Before I forget é Bring a hat for the Silent Hat Auction, and bring several of your 

favorite or funniest hats to wear during the conference.  This conference is about 

learning while having fun!  

 

The Illinois School Nutrition Association is comprised of people working in the 

child nutrition profession and the industry members who support them.   We are 

dedicated to training and further developing the skills and knowledge of our 

members.  This yearõs conference is a tremendous value!  All of the educational 

sessions, meals, exhibits and entertainment are included in the registration fee.  

Please take a few minutes to review this brochure,  

then mark your calendar.  

 

I look forward to seeing you at the conference.  

 

Sincerely, 

Sharon Nichols 
Sharon Nichols 

ILSNA Conference Chair, 2009  
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A Note from Membership  
 

The Illinois School Nutrition Association and the School Nutrition Association are 

organizations dedicated to child nutrition programs. 

 

For over 50 years, SNA has provided leadership in the development of school lunch, 

breakfast and nutrition education programs.  ILSNA and SNA are the recognized 

voices of child nutrition programs.  

 

We are dedicated to improving the health and well -being of our nationõs children 

through: 

Establishing policies for nutrition integrity in our nationõs schools 

Networking with the leading health and educational organizations  

Working for specific improvements in child nutrition legislation  

Marketing the importance of school lunch and breakfast to the public 

Advocating the importance of nutrition education as part of the school day  

Providing resources and tools to market child nutrition programs 

 

We all need to help meet the challenges of todayõs changing regulations and 

program demands.  ILSNA / SNA membership provides professional development 

and networking opportunities.   One of the most important ILSNA benefits is the 

annual conference.  Take a look at the many excellent sessions that will be offered at 

the June conference. 

 

SNA is offering School District Owned Memberships beginning this year.  A full 

explanation of the program is on page 12.  Be sure to read through the information 

to see if your school can benefit. 
 

I hope you will decide that membership in ILSNA / SNA is a real value.  For your 

convenience, the conference application has a section for membership registration on 

page 13 of this brochure.  

Donõt delay, join today! 
 

Sincerely, 

Mary Idleman 
Mary Idleman 

ILSNA Membership Chair 

Donôt Bother with ñSnailò Mail 
 

ILSNA Now Offers On -line Registration  
 

To register, go to ilsna.net and click on the conference link to be 
taken directly to the registration process.   

Credit cards, checks and purchase orders are accepted. 
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7:30 am - 3:00 pm  Conference Registration - Drury Lane Lobby  

8:00 am - 11:30 am Child Nutrition U - The Seven Deadly Sins of Fiscal 
Management  

Many experienced foodservice directors are engaging in the 
Seven Deadly Sins of Financial Management driving food and 

labor costs higher than they need to be.  Julie Boettger from 
inTeam  will help you determine if you are committing one or more 

of these sins then show you how to avoid these financial pitfalls.  
Bring your calculator! 

8:00 am - 12:00 pm  School Nutrition Specialist (SNS) Credentialing Examination  
       Prepaid registration with SNA is required by May 26th  

(http://www.schoolnutrition.org/CareerEducation.aspx)  
and a seat reservation is required with ILSNA by May 15th.   

Donôt miss this great opportunity to become a credentialed School 
Nutrition Specialist!  Of course you must pass an exam that tests 

on knowledge and skills directly related to job activities.   
Eligibility requirements and fees do apply.  You may use this 

session in lieu of the Fiscal Management component for  
Child Nutrition U graduation requirements. 

12:00 pm - 12:30 pm  First - Timers Session  
If you are attending the ILSNA Conference for the first time this 

session is for YOU!  We will simplify the conference schedule and 
give you tips on how to make the most of each session. 

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm  First General Session  
Hold on to Your Hat -You Won't Believe What Hit You   

Yes, you were hired as a child nutrition staff member, but LOOK at 
all the other hats you have been asked to wear.  Katie Wilson, 

SNA President will help us take a lighthearted look at how our jobs 
have evolved and how we might survive the winds of change. 

Sponsored by KeyImpact Sales & Service.  

ILSNAôs 59th  

Annual Conference  

Tuesday, June 16, 2009  

SNS 
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1:45 pm - 2:45 pm  Breakout Sessions - continued  
Iôll Eat My Hat - Now That is Delicious Catering!  

Kim Minestra, Assistant Director from Evanston Township High School, 
will show you how to establish a catering program in your school that 

will increase your bottom line and boost your public image.  Pricing the 
menu, menu ideas and marketing your catering business will be 

covered. 
 

Keep the ñLidò on Personal Identify Theft 
Do you worry about internet credit card purchases, or giving your 

personal info to a stranger over the phone?  Steve Secor from the  
Chicago FBI White Crimes Unit will talk to us about personal identity 

theft and how you can safeguard your familyôs information. 
 

High Fructose Corn Syrup - Separating Fact From Fiction  
The ever-so-present ñHFCSò is constantly looming over our programs.  

Sandy Voss, MS, RD, will cover the definition of high fructose corn 
syrup and foods containing HFCS. You will also learn HFCS facts, 

research and the role sweeteners play in school foodservice. 
 

Child Nutrition U ï Marketing Madness from the Mad Hatter  
Does your food service operation compete with outside vendors and 

activities?  Explore the four Pôs of Marketing with Katie Wilson and learn 
how to replace sticker days with long term health promotions that 

involve parents, staff, students and community. 
   

2:45 pm - 3:15 pm   Break  
Grab your sweater and hat and pick up your snack!  We are headed to 

Chicago for an evening of fun! 

3:30 pm - 10:00 pm  All Aboard for an Architectural Tour of Chicago  
Put on your sailing hat and board our buses headed to Chicago for an 
Architecture Tour of the cityôs beautiful and unique skyline aboard the 
Wendella Cruise liner.  Following our one hour cruise on the Chicago 
River, we will head for dinner at Food For Life in Water Tower Place.  

You may use your free time to dine, shop, or explore the  
magnificent mile. 

9:00 pm  Board your bus to return to Drury Lane  

Donõt hang up those hats just yet! 
ILSNA is taking its hat off in honor of all that you 

do every day.  We want to encourage you to  

put on your best, funniest, most original, 

 one-of-a-kind treasure, or most outrageous hats 

throughout the conference. 
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6:30 am - 7:30 am Nutrition On -the-Go 5k Health Walk / Run  

Bring your colleagues and new friends to the Drury Lane Main Lobby at 
6:30 am!  All are welcome!  Pace leaders will provide both runners and 

walkers a great fitness experience.  Whether you walk 2 miles at a 
leisurely pace or run the full 3.1 miles at race pace, come get your 

workout on!  The more you walk/run, the more prizes you will collect! 
If you're interested in volunteering for the event,  

please contact Meghan Gibbons at gibbonsm@eths.k12.il.us. 

7:30 am - 3:00 pm  Conference Registration - Drury Lane Lobby  

7:45 am - 8:30 am Continental Breakfast  

8:30 am - 9:00 am Second General Session  

ILSNA hosts a presentation of awards and recognition for our special 
guests. 

9:00 am - 10:30 am Personal Accountability and the QBQ  
Join us for an energetic, fun and interactive session as Kristin Lindeen 

explores the questions behind the questions like  
òWhy do we have to change?ò, ñWhen is someone going to train me?ò 

and ñWho dropped the ball?ò  This message is life changing! 

10:30 am - 3:00 pm  Industry Exhibits  
Put on your craziest hat, or your most fashionable one and make your 

way to the exhibit hall.  See the new foods, supplies and equipment 
from our industry partners.  You are sure to find items to spark up your 

menu, improve your bottom line and make your operation more 
efficient. 

10:30 am - 6:00 pm  Hat Silent Auction  
Come join the fun!  Here is your chance to bid on a wonderful hat.  
There will be warm hats, sports hats, cool hats, sun bonnets, sun 

visors, golf hats, vintage hats, baby bonnets, rain hats,  
beach hats knit hats and baseball hats, just to name a few.  

The money raised will go to SNF and GCNF ï very worthy causes!  

ilsna.net  
On-line Conference Registration available on ilsna.net.  

ILSNAôs 59th  

Annual Conference  

Wednesday, June 17, 2009  

mailto:gibbonsm@eths.k12.il.us

